
CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO

ORDINANCE NO. 5011

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 4754 TO REVISE THE AREA FOR FUTURE
COLORADO IVIESA UNIVERSITY CAMPUS AREA WITHIN WHICH RIGHTS OF WAY MAY BE

VACATED BY ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND ACTION

LOCATED IN THE COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY AREA
(GENERALLY 7TH TO CANNELL STREETS AND NORTH TO ORCHARD AVENUE)

RECITALS:

Section 21.02.190 of the Zoning and Development Code (Code) sets forth a process to consider
Master Plans for major institutional and civic facilities that provide service to the community. The
Colorado Mesa University (CMU) Campus Facilities Master Plan adopted by the City in 2017 provides
an overview of CMU's future long term objective to expand the existing main campus westward
toward North 7th Street.

In conjunction with the Master Plan adoption, the City approved a CMU request of an
administrative review process for future vacations of right-of-way interior to the campus, (shown
within the red dashed area on Exhibit A) upon satisfaction of the conditions established in Ordinance
4754 and included in this ordinance.

CMU is now requesting that the area within which the administrative review process may apply be
expanded to the purple line shown on Exhibit A attached to better coincide with anticipated future
westerly growth of the university campus. The new map effectively amends the 2017 adopted Master
Plan.

In accordance with the development of the campus anticipated in the Master Plan, CMU requests
the vacation of alley and street right-of-ways in order to aid in the continued westward expansion
planned for the campus. Prior to passage of Ordinance 4754, right-of-way vacation requests occurred
in a piecemeal fashion, generally as CMU acquired properties on both sides of any given right-of-way.
That process was unwieldy and tended to be confusing because the vacations were often not
understood in the context of the overall plan of development. Presently, CMU owns the majority of
the property shown within the "2017 Master Plan" boundary, outlined in the dashed red line on Exhibit
A, and most sections of right-of-way within that area have already been vacated. Consistent with the
terms or all prior vacations all vacations pursuant to this ordinance shall require that CMU own the
property on both sides of the right-of-way, provide for general circulation, emergency access, private
access easements, if necessary, and compliance with Xcel Energy easement requirements. City
utilities are addressed pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Colorado Mesa University and City
of Grand Junction Utility Easement and Maintenance Agreemenf-CMU Main Campus. Upon
application by CMU for a vacation(s) that is supported by the approved Master Plan and if the
conditions provided in the Ordinance are met or are not met, as reasonably determined by the
Community Development Director, in her sole discretion, the Director shall provide written notice to
CMU of her findings; if no protest is made to the findings then the vacation will be approved (or
denied) after the 20th business day after notice. As further provided in the Ordinance, CMU shall
provide written notice of the Director's findings of satisfaction of the conditions to the property owners
500 feet of the area of the petitioned vacation within 10 days of the date of the Director's notice to
CMU finding satisfaction of the conditions.



If any owner takes exception to the Director's findings of satisfaction of the conditions, he/she
may request in writing, stating with particularity the finding(s) to which exception is taken, that the
Director's decision be considered by City Council.

If CMU takes exception to the Director's findings that conditions are not satisfied, it may request
in writing, stating with particularity the finding(s) to which exception is taken, that the Director's
decision be considered by City Council. The City Council shall schedule a review of the Director's
decision, on the record, within 20 days of the property owner's request.

Upon finding of full and complete satisfaction of the conditions, whether by the Director or the City
Council, the Director shall affect the vacation(s) by recording her findings, which shall include
reference to the authority granted her by this Ordinance.

The City Council finds that the request to allow conditional approval of vacations of rights of way
consistent with the CMU Master Plan is appropriate to and supported by the Comprehensive Plan,
the Grand Valley Circulation Plan and Sections 21.02.190 (c) and 21.02.100 of the Grand Junction
Zoning and Development Code.

The Planning Commission, having heard and considered the request, found the criteria of the
Code to have been met, and recommended approval of the amendment to the Institutional and Civic
Master Plan to expand the area within which vacation of rights-of-way may be administratively
reviewed and approved subject to full and complete satisfaction of the conditions set forth.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND
JUNCTION THAT:

The Colorado Mesa University Institutional and Civic Facility Master Plan is amended subject to the
following findings and conditions:

The requested Institutional and Civic Facility Master Plan, including the proposed amendment
to expand the area within which vacations of right-of-way may be reviewed and approved
administratively, is consistent with the 2020 One Grand Junction Comprehensive Plan.
Specifically, Plan Principle 4: Downtown and University District Strategy 1 encourages and
supports the cultivation of an energetic and livable university district that balances the needs of
the community and the students.

1. The applicable review criteria in Section 21.02.190 (c) of the Grand Junction Zoning and
Development Code have been met or addressed.

2. The foregoing Recitals are incorporated herein and made a part hereof.

3. Right-of-way vacation in the identified planning area (Exhibit A) is presumed and conditionally
approved on condition that CMU petitions forvacation(s), which shall be reviewed and
approved administratively subject to the Director finding that CMU has met all of the following
conditions:

a. CMU must own properties on both sides of the right-of-way (streets and/or alleys) to be
vacated; and,

b. Private easement agreements must be provided to benefit any remaining privately
owned property(ies) where access to the property(ies) is or may be claimed by the
owner(s) to be compromised by the vacation; and,



c. CMU shall plan for and propose circulation and emergency access to standards
mutually acceptable and agreed to by the City and CMU, to establish and preserve
public safety and legal access for both public and private users; and,

d. All City utilities shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the Colorado Mesa
University and City of Grand Junction Utility Easement and Maintenance Agreement-
CMU Main Campus; and,

e. CMU shall dedicate as applicable necessary utility easements to Xcel Energy and/or
other utility providers.

4. Notice shall be given of ail vacation petition decisions right-of-way vacations in the designated
Master Plan area and exceptions to the Director's decision shall be forwarded to the City
Council for record review as provided in this Ordinance and the Recitals thereto.

Introduced for first reading on this 7th day of July 2021 and ordered published in pamphlet form.

PASSED and ADOPTED this 21st day of July 2021 and ordered published in pamphlet form.

^I^M?L>-
President of City Council ^

ATTEST:

^-^^^
City Clerk
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I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT the foregoing Ordinance, being

Ordinance No. 5011 was introduced by the City Council of the City of

Grand Junction, Colorado at a regular meeting of said body held on the 7th

day of July 2021 and the same was published in The Daily Sentinel, a

newspaper published and in general circulation in said City, in pamphlet

form, at least ten days before its final passage.

I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT a Public Hearing was held on the 21st

day of July 2021, at which Ordinance No. 5011 was read, considered,

adopted and ordered published in pamphlet form by the Grand Junction

City Council.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed

the official seal of said City this 23rd day of July 2021.

^^^Z/^/^3 C ) /^^/<y>?/^

D^uty Cify CleFfc

Published: July 9, 2021
Published: July 23, 2021
Effective: August 22, 2021


